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RFO  UTTER 


To 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

PARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


February  3,  1956 
Letter  No.  702 


Whether  or  not  your  groundhog  agreed  with  our  groundhog  yesterday,  it 
won't  he  long  before  spring  comes  skipping  through  the  dew.    But  you  have 
already  had  the  predictions  of  our  human  forecasters  on  what  the  crop 
situations  are  likely  to  be  around  planting  time.    More  about  them  later. 

Better  Quality  Wheat  Needed 

Yesterday  in  a  talk  to  the  National  Association  of  Wheat  Growers  at 
Portland,  Oregon,  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  the  hard  fact  that  we  must 
meet  world  wheat  competition  on  a  quality  basis.    He  reminded  the  wheat 
growers  that  beginning  with  this  year's  crop,  some  23  wheat  varieties  will 
be  subjected  to  discounts  of  20  cents  per  bushel.    He  expressed  the  hope  that 
this  new  program  will  virtually  eliminate  production  of  the  undesirable 
varieties  in  the  years  ahead.    He  declared  that  improved  quality  means 
increased  opportunity  to  build  markets  both  at  home  and  abroad.    The  Secre- 
tary cited  the  many  things  the  government  has  done  to  help  solve  the  wheat 
surplus  problem       credit,  barter,  sales  for  foreign  currency,  donations, 
and  the  greatest  expansion  of  storage  facilities  in  history  and  he  also 
outlined  the  proposed  new  nine  point  farm  program  and  explained  how  it 
will  help  in  '56.    The  backbone  of  those  proposals  is  the  two  part  Soil 
Bank  (1)  the  Acreage  Reserve,  which  calls  for  a  voluntary  and  temporary 
cut  in  production  of  the  crops  now  in  greatest  surplus  -  wheat,  cotton, 
corn,  and  rice;  (2)  the  voluntary  Conservation  Reserve  which  calls  for 
farmers  to  contract  with  the  government  to  shift  land  out  of  cultivated 
crops  and  into  forage  or  trees  and,  where  feasible,  to  ponds  and  reservoirs. 

Asks  Halt  in  Freight  Rate  Squeeze 

In  a  petition  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  yesterday,  Secre- 
tary Benson  asked  the  Commission  to  suspend  the  request  by  railroads  for  a 
7  percent  increase  in  freight  rates  on  farm  products.    The  Secretary  pointed 
out  the  cost-price  squeeze  on  farmers.    He  said  this  would  be  an  extremely 
inopportune  time  to  raise  freight  rates  or  take  other  action  that  would 
widen  the  spread  between  prices  farmers  get  and  the  prices  consumers  pay. 
As  a  compelling  reason  for  not  permitting  any  part  of  the  proposed  increase 
to  go  into  effect,  the  Secretary  pointed  out  that  freight  bills  are  actually 
paid  by  the  shippers,  who  pass  the  cost  back  to  farmers  in  the  form  of  lower 
prices.    Any  later  refunds  of  freight  paid,  the  Secretary  said,  would  be  a 
pure  windfall  to  the  shipper.    The  farmer  would  have  no  chance  to  recover  a 
refund. 
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Okla. -Ark.  Watershed  Clinic 

February  16-17;  "Friends  of  the  Land"  and  the  Poteau  River  Watershed 
Council  of  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  will  hold  a  watershed  clinic  at  Eastern 
Okla.  A  &  M,  Wilburton,  Oklahoma.    Gov.  Faubus  of  Arkansas  and  Gov.  Gary  of 
Oklahoma  will  discuss  the  role  of  State  Governments  in  Watershed  Development; 
U.  S.  Senator  Mike  Monroney  of  Okla.  will  speak  of  the  role  of  the  Federal 
Government  in  flood  control;  Ark.  Congressman  Jim  Trimble  and  Okla.  Congress- 
man Carl  Albert  will  serve  on  a  panel  which  will  take  a  careful  look  ahead 
in  watershed  management;  and  Nolen  Fuqua,  president  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Soil  Conservation  Districts ,  will  tell  of  the  role  of  the  citizen  in 
the  watershed  program.    This  is  the  third  annual  watershed  clinic  of  Friends 
of  the  Land  and  it  will  include  lectures  and  field  demonstrations  to  tell  a 
great  story  of  increasing  importance  to  every  citizen  in  the  country. 

"River,  Stay  'Way  From  My  Show" 

News  that  globe-trotter  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  visited  Peter 
Radic  at  Radio  Belgrade  when  Jack  and  his  party  passed  through  Yugoslavia, 
reminds  us  of  a  story  Peter  told  us  once  in  Belgrade.    He  is  one  who  likes  to 
use  good  music  on  his  farm  programs,  and  has  learned  not  always  to  leave 
selection  of  tunes  up  to  the  programming  dept.    Just  before  going  on  the  air 
one  day  when  the  Danube  River  was  causing  much  flood  damage,  he  casually 
noticed  that  one  of  the  platters  set  out  for  his  show  was  "On  the  Beautiful 
Blue  Danube".    Peter  made  a  quick  switch.  .  .  .  Prexy  John  McDonald,  WSM, 
Nashville,  is  in  Washington  representing  NATRFD  at  a  2-day  meeting  on  civil 
defense.  .  .  .  Jerry  Seaman  and  Milt  Bliss  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
were  in  last  week  for  some  forward  looks  at  the  NF&HH  and  to  originate  last 

Saturday's  feature  from  here  Chas.  Figy  of  the  Secretary's  Office 

says  he  gets  a  Jackson,  Mich. ,  radio  station  each  morning  here  for  his  home 
town  news.  .  .  .  Icicles  were  still  on  the  letter  we  just  received  from  Jack 
Crowner,  former  RFD  at  WIOW,  Ionia,  Mich.,  now  in  Alaska  with  U.  S.  Air  Force. 
2nd  Lt.  Crowner  is  an  Info.  Services  officer,  and  is  thinking  ahead  to  the 
day  in  Sept.  1957;  when  he  can  go  to  work  as  an  RFD  somewhere  in  the  States. 
He  plans  to  cover  the  Matanuska  Valley  Fair  next  summer  and  offers  tapes  and 
farm  paper  coverage.    His  address  is  Hq.  Sq.  Sec,  5039th  Ab  Wing,  APO  9^2, 
Seattle,  Wash.    Phone:  Base  37108.    Mighty  good  to  hear  from  you,  Jack,  .  .  . 
Geo.  Shannon,  WWL,  New  Orleans,  booms  into  our  radio  these  mornings  with  his 
farm  show. 

Rabbit  Blood  Bank  for  Plants 

You've  often  heard  of  protecting  plants  from  rabbits  -  now  USDA 
researchers  are  protecting  plants  with  rabbits.  They've  organized  a  rabbit 
blood  bank  to  provide  serum  for  testing  young  plants  for  such  virus  disease 
as  barley- stripe  mosaic,  brome  mosaic,  and  others  that  cause  heavy  losses 
every  year  to  growers  of  small  grains.    Their  plan  hinges  on  the  finding 
that  viruses,  whether  in  plants  or  in  animals,  are  made  up  largely  of  proteins, 
and  any  warm-blooded  animal  will  produce  antibodies  in  its  blood  in  response 
to  an  injected  virus.    So  the  scientists  inject  virus  from  the  juice  of 
diseased  plants  into  the  rabbits.    It  is  all  much  like  the  vaccination  of 
human  beings.    The  rabbits  don't  get  the  disease,  but  antibodies  specific 
for  a  particular  virus  injected  are  built  up  in  the  serum  of  their  blood. 
When  the  rabbit  has  developed  enough  antibodies,  its  blood  is  drawn  off  from 
time  to  time  in  small  quantities  for  use  in  testing  young  plants  for  virus 
diseases. 
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Spot-Check  on  Nev  Soybean  Pest 

Regulatory  officials  of  the  USDA  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina  are 
re- surveying  the  900  acres  in  Nev  Hanover  County  where  the  soybean  cyst 
nematode  was  discovered  five  years  ago.    They're  spot-checking  up  to  50  miles 
from  there  and  are  searching  everywhere  they  think  that  big  threat  to  soybeans 
may  have  been  carried  by  moving  plant  material,  soil,  or  machinery.    They  have 
alerted  plant  disease  specialists  throughout  the  soybean  growing  regions  of 
the  country  to  report  any  unexplained  damage  to  soybeans.    These  microsopic 
eelworms  yellow  and  dwarf  the  soybean  plants  they  attack.    They  are  tough  to 
clear  out,  because  the  eggs  can  live  for  years  in  the  heavy  walled  case  the 
mother  nematode  forms  about  them.    The  scientists  don't  yet  know  how  long 
this  particular  cyst  nematode  may  stay  alive,  but  the  golden  nematode  of 
tomatoes  and  potatoes,  which  is  this  same  type,  can  survive  over  9  years  this 
way.    On  the  other  hand,  the  sugar-beet  nematode,  which  also  forms  a  cyst,  can 
be  starved  out  by  a  proper  3  or  ^  year  rotation. 

Farm  Insurance  Week  Broadcast 

February  6-10,  RFDs  Bob  Miller  and  Bill  Alford  of  WLW  tell  us  their 
"Everybody's  Farm  Hour"  12:15-1:00  p.m.  will  observe  farm  insurance  week  by 
featuring  a  special  series  arranged  in  cooperation  with  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Mutual  Insurance  Companies,  Indianapolis,  and  Purdue  University. 
They  have  also  scheduled  two  series  on  fertilizer  for  February,  one  on  their 
morning  show  "Choretime"  and  the  other  on  "Farm  Hour"  with  Ohio  State,  Purdue, 
and  the  Plant  Food  Institute,  as  well  as  "Farm  Price-Cost"  Series  with  Purdue, 
this  month. 

Growing  Hogs  for  Higher  Prices 

In  his  talk  about  farm  programs  with  the  Minnesota- Iowa  Swine 
Producers  Association  at  Austin,  Minnesota,  Wednesday,  Secretary  Benson 
complimented  the  Association  for  its  emphasis  on  multiple  farrowing  and  the 
meat  type  hog.    He  said  multiple  farrowing  attacks  one  of  the  very  reasons 
why  the  hog  market  is  low  today  --  too  many  hogs  going  to  market  at  one  time. 
Traditionally,  we've  had  the  two-litter  system.    Sows  had  pigs  in  the  spring 
and  sows  farrowed  in  the  fall.    Result  was  two  peak  marketings  a  year.  And 
as  any  farmer  knows,  the  bigger  the  hog  run6  the  lower  the  prices.    The  Sec- 
retary pointed  out  that  by  spreading  out  marketings,  you  get  more  money  for 
your  hogs,  and  help  get  more  people  to  eat  pork.    He  also  credited  the  farmers 
in  that  area  with  proving  to  the  world  that  you  can  raise  meat-type  hogs  as 
cheaply,  or  even  cheaper,  than  the  old  chuffy  hog.    He  suggested  that  if  all 
hog  farmers  had  followed  this  trend  of  providing  the  kind  of  lean  pork 
customers  want,  they  would  have  also  done  themselves  a  good  turn.    The  Secre- 
tary went  on  to  describe  in  some  detail  the  measures  the  Department  has  taken 
to  relieve  the  present  hog-price  squeeze. 

Harvey  Dinkins  writes  from  WSJS,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  "As  I  learn  more  about 
both  radio  and  TV  I  realize  that  bang-up  good  programming  material  is  right 
at  our  elbows",    Then,  he  asks  for  some  tapes  and  film  from  USDA,  because 
"there  are  days  when  I  positively  HAVE  to  be  away  from  the  station."    Glad  to 
oblige,  Brother  Dinkins.    Farm  news  is  made  at  lots  of  places,  including  elbows 
and  Washington. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Feb.  11 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Handling  Farm  Surpluses"  from  CSS; 
"Cheeses"  from  ARS;  and  "International  Farming"  with  Knowlton  Nash. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.     "National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation 
Districts"  from  WBZ,  Boston. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Farm  Export 
Story"  from  FAS. 

TV  Package  for  Friday,  Feb.  10 

"More  Grasshoppers  this  Year"  predicted  by  ARS  with  film  showing  how 
ARS  manages  to  make  the  forecast. 

NATRFD  "CHATS"  under  New  Management 

Vol.  17,  No.  1  of  NATRFD  "Chats",  the  official  organ  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n 
of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors,  has  reached  us.    With  this  January 
issue,  co-editors  Wes  Seyler  and  Dick  Nichols,  (WIBW,  Topeka),  and  Assoc.  Ed. 
Wilbur  Levering,  (same  place),  launch  their  editorial  careers.    We  seem  to 
recall  that  NATRFD  President  John  McDonald  (WSM,  Nashville),  appointed  Wes, 
so  the  latter  has  roped  in  the  other  two.    If  their  first  issue  is  an  indica- 
tion, it  will  be  another  outstanding  journalistic  year  for  NATRFD. 

We  note  that  their  boss,  Ben  Ludy,  manager  of  WIBW,  recently  called 
his  farm  staff  together  to  talk  over  what   radio  and  TV  might  do  to  help 
bolster  up  sagging  livestock  prices.    This  resulted  in  phone  calls,  wires  and 
letters  from  him  to  other  Kansas  station  managers  telling  how  WIBW  started 
to  add  meat  merchandising  slogans  to  all  station  ID  announcements.  Some 
sample  pokes:  1,  Meat  has  made  America  strong.    2.  For  Flavor  that's  tops, 
try  roasts,  steaks  and  chops. 

Some  other  gleanings  from  the  January  "Chats" :  Jack  Tompkins,  RFD 
at  KCMC  and  KCMC-TV,  Texarkana,  moves  to  KOMA  and  KWSV , Oklahoma  City,  as 

assistant  to  Wayne  Liles  George  German,  WNAX,  Yankton,  leaves  Feb.  6 

with  6k  of  his  neighbors  for  a  two-week  tour  of  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley 

and  Mexico  Jay  Gould,  W0W0,  Fort  Wayne,  is  off  to  South  America  soon 

with  some  of  his  farmers  Bill  McDonald,  KFAB,  Lincoln,  did  all  of  his 

shows,  sometimes  as  many  as  nine  a  day,  direct  from  the  farm  during  10  months 
of  1955.    We  know  how  windy  it  can  get  out  there  on  the  plains. .... .On  his 

recent  round-the-world  tour,  Jack  Jackson,  KCM0,  Kansas  City,  left  a  trail 
of  5k  taped  on-the-spot  reports,  airmailed  home  for  broadcast. 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
P.S.  Maynard  Speece,  WCC0,  Minneapolis,  is  in  town  this  week  with  his  boss, 
Larry~Haeg;  (another  RFD  who  made  good)  and  says  plans  of  the  RFDs  around 
the  Twin  Cities  for  the  spring  NATRFD  meeting  in  June  are  gradually  thawing 
out. 


Sincerely, 


f  Radio  ond  Television  Service  1 

Office  of  Information -U.^DefrWrtmeift  of  Agriculture 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From  i 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  CP  AGRICULTURE 


February  10,  1956 
Letter  No.  703 


You  probably  noted  the  loading  this  week  of  the  good  ship  "Argobeck", 
at  Baltimore,  with  enough  wheat  for  a  month  for  800,000  school  children  and 
2,100,000  other  hungry  folks  in  Italy.    That  was  the  first  shipment  of  wheat 
from  an  East  Coast  port  for  foreign  donation  under  the  expanded  surplus  dis- 
posal program.    CCC  withdrew  that  wheat  from  a  ship  of  its  stored  wheat 
fleet  at  anchor  in  the  James  River  and  turned  it  over  to  one  of  the  18 
voluntary  relief  agencies  now  distributing  food  in  70  foreign  countries. 
Other  of  these  agencies  are  completing  plans  for  adding  wheat,  corn,  rice, 
and  dry  beans  to  the  commodities  they  are  now  distributing  abroad. 

Change  in  Export  Sales  Policy 

The  Department  has  also  announced  a  new  policy  of  sales  to  exporters 
on  credit.    Heretofore,  except  for  barter  deals,  CCC  policy  has  been  to  sell 
for  cash.    Now  agricultural  commodities  owned  by  CCC  and  tobacco  pledged  to 
CCC  under  price  support  programs  will  be  offered  for  sale  for  export  on 
credit  for  periods  up  to  three  years.    CCC  officials  expect  no  losses  on 
these  credit  sales  because  payment  of  principal  and  interest  will  be  assured 
by  banks  in  the  U.S.    They  also  figure  to  save  through  cuts  in  storage 
costs'  •  •  •  The  Department  and  the  American  Soybean  Association  will  srork 
together  to  develop  and  promote  markets  for  U.S.  soybeans  abroad.  Their 
cooperation  will  include  market  development  and  research  as  well  as  sales 
promotion  and  related  activities,  in  Japan,  Western  Germany  and  possibly 
other  countries.    Plans  call  for  detailed  agreements  covering  specific 

countries  and  projects  within  the  framework  of  the  overall  agreement  

Another  item      Burma  has  agreed  to  buy  from  U.S.  about  Y(h  million  dollars 
worth  of  cotton,  over  a  million  dollars  worth  of  tobacco,  2  million  dollars 
worth  of  dairy  products,  and  fruit  worth  about  $200,000.    About  $1  million 
worth  of  the  cotton  will  be  shipped  direct  to  Burma.    The  remaining  $l6k 
million  will  be  shipped  to  other  countries  where  it  will  be  made  into  textiles 
and  then  shipped  to  Burma  for  use  there. 

Price  Supports  on  '56  Crops 

USDA  announced  this  week  that  the  minimum  price- support  rates  for 
1956-crop  corn  will  be  based  on  $l.Uo  per  bushel,  which  is  8l  percent  cf 
parity.    Last  year's  support  was  at  $1.58  per  bushel,  which  reflected  87 
percent  of  parity.    The  Department  announced  support  rates  on  oats,  barley 
rye,  and  grain  sorghums  at  the  same  percent  of  parity  as  in  '55.    For  the 
1956  crops  of  the  oilseeds,  soybeans,  flaxseed,  and  cottonseed;  the  support 
prices  are  higher  than  last  year,  reflecting  better  supply  and  demand 
conditions. 
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Don't  Upstage  the  Fauna 

Radio,  television  and  other  mass  media  have  long  recognized  that 
children  and  animals  are  among  the  sure-fire  attention  getters,    J.  Fred 
Muggs,  the  chimpanzee  who  co-stars  with  Dave  Garroway  on  NBC-TV 8  ""Today" 
is  a  prime  example  of  this. 

Out  in  Grand  Rapids ,  Michigan,  the  theory  works  with  fowl,  too.  County 
extension  agents  in  that  area  have  trained  a  Bantam  rooster  to  crow  on  cue, 
and  use  him  to  put  their  "Tele-Farm  Visits"  on  the  air  on  WOOD-TV.  Earl 
Richardson,  Mich.  Ext.  Ed.,  writes  that  the  bird  is  a  great  favorite,  and 
after  a  viewer  contest,  he  was  named  "Prince  of  Woodland"  (after  WOOD-TV). 
Did  anyone  suggest  "Cock- a- WOOD' 11- doo"? 

Earl's  article  is  in  the  February  edition  of  the  Extension  Service 
Review,  which  is  a  special  communications  issue,  and  includes  some  worthwhile 
reading  about  the  judicious  use  of  radio  and  TV  by  county  extension  workers, 
etc.    We  suggest  you  manage  to  read  the  whole  issue.    On  the  front  cover  is 
a  picture  of  Jerry  Bidle,  WBYS,  Canton,  111.,  interviewing  a  farmer  atop  a 
tractor  while  the  county  agent  looks  on.    The  studious- looking  physiognomy 
of  E.  C.  Stangland,  KSOO,  Sioux  Falls,  S.D. ,  shows  up  on  page  3^;  Bob  Kilgore, 
WBRV,  Boonville,  N.Y. ,  is  on  page  37.    There  is  a  passel  of  interesting 
articles  by  county  agents  on  how  best  to  use  radio  and,  in  addition  to 
Richardson's  story,  a  piece  by  Lloyd  Williams,  Univ.  of  Vermont,  about  his 
daily  TV  show;  and  one  by  Maurice  White,  Univ.  of  Wis. ,  on  TV  training.  Our 
congratulations  to  Les  Schlup,  Info.  Dir.  Fed.  Ext.  Service  and  his  associates 
on  this  piece  of  work. 

Advisors  See  Forest  and  Trees 

USDA's  Forest  Research  Advisory  Committee,  which  met  here  last  week, 
has  come  up  with  recommendations  for  more  research  in  forest  management, 
range  and  watershed  management,  forest  protection,  use  of  forest  land  and 
forest  products,  and  marketing  forest  products,  including  maple  syrup.  Among 
other  things,  Committee  members  suggest  more  investigation  of  ways  to  prevent 
and  control  forest  nursery  diseases,  which  each  year  kill  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  tree  seedlings  or  so  weaken  them  they  can't  go  anywhere  after 
they  get  out  of  bed.    They  think  the  scientists  could  find  ways  to  make 
better  use  of  sawdust  and  shavings  for  making  chemicals,  and  more  solid  wood 
products  from  unpopular  and  low-quality  trees.    They  consider  it  urgent  for 
tree  growers  to  know  how  to  stock  and  how  to  thin  for  best  results. 

RFDs  to  Work  on  the  Weather 

From  RFD  Frank  Atwood,  WTIC ,  Hartford,  Conn.,  we  learn  that  NATRFD 
Prexy  John  McDonald  will  attend  the  National  Weather  Broadcasting  Workshop 
in  Hartford,  March  3-*+.    The  Workshop  is  jointly  sponsored  by  NARTB  and  the 
American  Meteorological  Society,  so  this  is  the  first  chance  for  NATRFD  to 
take  part  in  a  NARTB  conference  since  the  series  of  regional  meetings  last 
fall.    Dr.  F.  W.  Reichelderfer ,  chief  of  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau  and  Harold 

Fellows,  president  of  NARTB  are  scheduled  as  the  headline  speakers  

Russell  Rongren  of  the  American  Veterinary  Association,  Chicago,  says  the  set 
of  2k  transcribed  interviews  the  AVMA  got  out  about  a  year  ago  was  used  by 
111  radio  stations  in  38  states  at  the  stations'  requests.    Russell  says  he 
had  a  few  copies  of  the  platter  on  hand  and  would  provide  one  to  any  RFD 
making  a  request. 
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Growing  Need  for  U.S.  Feed 

FAS's  grain  marketing  specialist  Arthur  Curtailings,  who  has  just  made  a 
survey  of  six  Central  American  countries  and  the  Caribbean,  sees  a  first-rate 
prospect  for  wider  markets  for  U.S.  feed  grains  in  Latin  America.    He  notes 
the  fast  growing  population  to  the  south  of  us,  and  that  the  increasing 
numbers  are  trying  to  get  more  animal  products  in  their  diet.    They  are  rais- 
ing more  chickens,  drinking  more  milk,  and  have  started  using  special  feeds 
for  beef  production.    He  says  the  production  of  wholesome  milk  has  gone  so 
far  in  many  places  recently  that  folks  down  there  have  lost  their  fear  of  it. 
They  have  corn  but  need  it  for  human  food.    Cummings  reports  that  in  some 
instances,  local  capital  and  U.S.  manufacturers  of  mixed  feeds  are  working 
together  to  produce  balanced  feeds  under  a  license  arrangement.    The  U.S. 
people  supply  concentrates  and  formulas  and  technical  advice. 

Danish  Dairymen  Out  to  Sell  Cheese 

During  the  next  3  months,  the  Fed.  of  Danish  Dairy  Industries  and  the 
Danish  Home  Ec.  Associations  are  holding  a  series  of  demonstrations  to  try 
to  get  Danes  themselves  to  eat  more  cheese,    They  think  the  present  11^  pounds 
of  cheese  a  year  per  person  too  low  for  their  country.    They  also  hope  to 
get  Danish  housewives  acquainted  with  new  Danish  names  for  cheeses  with  old 
foreign  names.    USDA  FAS  expects  the  Danes  will  use  the  results  they  get 
from  these  demonstrations  in  promoting  Danish  cheeses  in  foreign  markets. 

Creative  TV  Farm  Shows 

The  National  Agricultural  Television  Clinic,  held  in  East  Lansing, 
Michigan,  last  year  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  National  Project  in 
Agricultural  Communications  has  given  birth  to  a  book  "Creative  Farm  Shows" . 
The  ad  tells  us  that  in  it  experts  reveal  how  agricultural  television  can 

capture  viewers  Ext.  Ass't  Ed  Bill  Mitchell  made  an  audience  survey 

of  10  counties  near  Tampa,  Fla.,  to  find  what  listeners  learned  from  a  feature 
on  electrical  safety  shown  on  WFLA-TV ' S  "RFD  Florida"  show.    His  carefully 
worked-out  voluntary  questionnaires  revealed  that  8l  percent  of  those  answer- 
ing could  tell  the  subject,  6&fo  recalled  who  presented  it.    22$  of  all 
questioned  claimed  to  have  often  used  information  gained  on  this  Friday 

feature  of  RFD  Florida  Rex  Me sser smith,  Ext.  Univ.  of  Nebraska , 

has  taken  over  as  RFD  at  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.D. ,  where  he  succeeds  Chet  Randolph 
who  has  moved  to  WHO  Des  Moines,  Iowa,     (Page  k) 

First  Beef  Sale  under  PL  kBO 

This  afternoon,  Secretary  Benson  announced  the  sale  to  Israel  of  beef 
amounting  to  the  meat  equivalent  of  50,000  head  of  cattle.    Under  the  agree- 
ment signed  today,  Israel  will  have  an  opportunity  to  buy  I4-O  million  pounds 
of  fine  quality  beef  worth  $10  million,  for  Israeli  currency  under  Title  I 
of  Public  Law  kQO.    This  is  the  first  such  sale  of  beef.    This  with  previous 
sales  of  wheat,  edible  oils,  cotton,  dairy  products  and  tobacco  brings  total 
sales  to  Israel  this  fiscal  year  to  $27.9^  million. 

Emergency  Feed  Program  Yesterday  USDA  named  17  more  counties  in  5  states  as 
disaster  areas,  bringing  the  total  to  l$k  counties  in  11  states  so  listed  on 
account  of  drought,  hurricanes,  floods,  or  too  much  early  snowfall. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Feb.  13-18 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST,    "Top  ©f  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "IF YE  Plans  for  '56  in  OtHtr  Countries" 
with  Warren  Schmidt,  National  h-E  Club  Foundation. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST, 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "National  Future  Farmers  of 

America  Week"  and  "Fact  Finding  Poultry  Conference" in  Chicago  

NBC  "Weekday"  -  Thursday  at  (app.)  10:kO  a.m.  EST.    Layne  Beaty  in  Wash, 
talks  with  Weekday's  food  Editor,  Charlotte  Adams  in  New  York,  about  eggs. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Fertilizers  for 
Farming  in  '56  with  USDA  Ass't  Sec.  Ervin  L.  Peterson,  and  Russell  Coleman, 
Exec.  V.P.  of  the  National  Plant  Food  Institute. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Feb.  17  is  "Dividends  from  Fertilizer  Use" 
with  still  photos  illustrating  easy  rules  for  better  use  of  fertilizers. 
Prepared  in  cooperation  with  the  National  Fertilizer  Institute. 

RFD,  Farmer,  and  Hostel  Host 

RFD  Chet  Randolph,  who  joined  WHO,  Des  Moines,  the  end  of  December, 
will  start  farming  his  grandfather's  120  acre  homestead  farm  March  1st.  The 
farm  is  2  miles  east  of  Ankeny,  which  is  only  20  minutes  north  of  Des  Moines 
and  30  minutes  south  of  Ames,  so  Chet  plans  to  work  at  WHO  and  farm  at  the 
same  time.    He  hopes  to  gradually  work  into  the  livestock  business.  Agnes 
and  Chet  are  making  two  of  their  6  bedrooms  into  a  Youth  Hostel  and  tell  us 
any  young  people  from  other  countries  going  that  way  will  be  welcome  to  stay 
the  night.    And  he  interprets  "youth"  liberally.    Any  older  men  who  would 
like  to  visit  their  farm  and  see  community  life  in  the  rural  midwest  will 
also  find  the  latch  string  hanging  out. 

ADD  1:    RFD  Hall  of  Fame 

Biggest  news  of  the  week  in  RFD  ranks  was  the  appointment  Thursday  of 
NATRFD  past-prexy  Phil  Alampi  (WRCA,  New  York)  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  effective  next  July  1.    Old  chicken  farmer  Phil, 
always  a  New  Jersey  resident,  graduated  from  Rutgers  and  used  to  teach  vo. 
ag.    He  got  into  farm  radio  at  Station  WJZ  (now  WABC)  N.Y.  back  in  'Ml-.  In 
'53  he  switched  to  WNBC  (now  WRCA)  and  for  years  has  been  on  both  radio  and  TV. 
He  is  an  active  leader  in  several  agricultural  as  well  as  in  our  RFD 
organizations. 

Phil  says  his  new  appointment  to  the  cabinet  of  N.  Jt|  Governor  Robert  B. 
Meyner  is  non-political,  and  that  continuity  of  the  position  is  not  tied  to 
change  in  state  administrations.    It  means,  maybe,  a  change  of  pace  as  he 
will  retire  from  active  radio  and  TV  work,  but  his  good  wife  Ruth,  his 
partner  in  TV  and  radio  garden  shows,  will  carry  on  in  that  department.  They 
expect  to  live  in  Trenton  or  Princeton.    After  the  story  broke  on  Thurs.,  the 
N.Y.  Times  ran  Phil's  picture  in  today's  editions;  and  NBC's  "Today"  presented 
Phil  to  the  nation  this  morning.    We  are  happy  with  you,  Phil.    Our  hearty 
congratulations .' 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


RFO  L£TTE< 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


February  17,  1956 
Letter  No.  70^- 


This  week's  developments  include  actions  on  the  price- squeeze, 
dairy  support  prices,  moves  to  develop  foreign  markets  for  U.  S.  dairy 
products,  proposed  changes  in  plans  for  poultry  improvement,  and  such 
important  reports  as  the  number  of  livestock  on  farms  and  ranches,  progress 
in  fighting  brucellosis  disease,  and  others  that  may  come  in  before  we 

sign  off   Secretary  Benson  announced  he  is  continuing  the  current 

dairy  support  prices  for  another  year  FAS  Administrator  Gwynn 

Garnett  says  USDA  is  working  with  the  Dairy  Industries  Society,  Inter- 
national, in  trying  to  create  a  diet  balancing  demand  for  dairy  product 
exports  to  Latin  America,  the  Far  East,  and  the  Mediterranean.    They  expect 
this  market  development  educational  work  may  be  kept  up  on  a  permanent 

basis  by  the  people  in  the  countries  taking  part  Paul  Zumbro, 

poultry  coordinator  of  the  Department,  has  notified  poultry  interests 
that  proposals  for  changes  in  the  National  Poultry  and  National  Turkey 
Improvement  Plans  must  be  submitted  to  official  State  agencies  very  soon 
....  In  line  with  the  Department's  plans  to  make  sure  farmers  have 
enough  credit  at  all  times,  the  Secretary  announced  a  series  of  agricultural 
credit  conferences  in  the  midwest;  in  Chicago  Feb.  27  for  111,  and  Ind. ; 
Feb.  28  at  St.  Paul  for  Minn,  and  Wis. ;  and  March  1  at  Omaha ,  for  Neb,  and 
Iowa.  ....  And  you  undoubtedly  saw  his  petition  to  the  ICC  to  suspend 
the  truck  rate  increase  requested  by  the  motor  carriers.    He  pointed  out 
that  higher  transportation  rates  help  reduce  prices  farmers  get  and 
increase  the  cost  of  the  industrial  goods  farmers  buy.    The  motor  carriers 
asked  the  same  rate  increases  as  the  railroads,  which  the  Secretary 
petitioned  ICC  to  hold  up  week  before  last. 


"Cattle  on  a  Thousand  Hills" 


After  checking  over  the  reports  of  farmers  and  ranchers  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  as  brought  in  by  rural  mail  carriers,  the  Crop  Report- 
ing Board  indicates  livestock  and  poultry  production  will  continue  at  a 
high  level  this  year.    The  Board  finds  9  percent  more  hogs  on  farms  than  a 
year  ago  -  about  the  same  number  of  cows  and  heifers,  promising  another 
large  calf  crop.    During  the  past  year,  cattle  and  calves  reached  a  new 
high  record  of  97"2  million  head.    Sheep  and  lamb  numbers  declined  1  percent 
during  the  year,  and  horses  and  mules  8  percent.    We  had  382  million 
chickens  on  farms  -  2  percent  less  than  a  year  ago  and  15  percent  below 
average.    Feed  supplies  are  generally  ample  and  much  better  distributed 
over  the  country  than  for  the  past  two  or  three  years.    All  in  all,  the 
value  of  livestock  and  poultry  the  first  of  January  was  down  h  percent 
compared  with  the  year  before. 
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Progress  in  Bang's  Disease  Fight 

Yesterday,  at  Chicago  USDA's  Dr.  A.  K.  Kuttler  reported  to  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  National  Brucellosis  Committee  that  greater  progress 
has  "been  made  in  "brucellosis  eradication  during  the  past  year  than  for  any 
similar  period  since  the  project  was  begun  on  a  national  scale.    He  said 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  it  was  more  widespread  than  any 
other  disease  of  animals  so  far  "brought  under  control.    What's  more, 
brucellosis  has  lent  itself  to  more  misunderstanding  and  confusion  than 
any  other  disease  we  have  dealt  with.    Dr.  Kuttler  declared  that  its 
ultimate  eradication  will  stand  as  one  of  the  greatest  accomplishments  in 
the  long  and  successful  campaign  to  control  communicable  diseases  of  domestic 
animals . 

New  Farm  Machinery  Ideas  in  June 

New  developments  in  farm  power  and  machinery,  farm  structures, 
soil  and  water  conservation  and  rural  electrification  will  be  presented  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers  in 
Roanoke,  Virginia,  June  17-20.    It  looks  like  an  opportunity.1  Suggest 
that  you  write  to  J.  L.  Calhoun,  chairman  of  the  Local  Arrangements  Group 
at  VPI,  Blacksburg,  Va.  for  a  copy  of  the  program.  Ag.  engineers  from  all 
over  U.S.  and  some  foreign  countries  will  be  there,  and  Calhoun  tells  us 
his  group  will  provide  facilities  for  making  radio  tape  recordings.  He 
invites  all  interested  RFDs  to  attend  the  meeting. 

SE  NATRFD  Meet  in  Raleigh 

Today  the  Farm  Press,  Radio  and  TV  Institute  of  N.  C.  State  College 
is  getting  together  at  Hotel  Sir  Walter  in  Raleigh,  N.C.  and  tomorrow  the 
Southeastern  Region  NATRFD  meets  with  them.    Ext.  Ted  Hytnan  and  Hank 
Wilkinson  tell  us  this  is  a  fine  opportunity  to  find  out  "What  Farmers  Want 
to  Know"  and  "How  to  Make  Money  Farming"  -  all  of  which  has  a  lot  to  do 
with  RFDs  who  serve  farmers.    Our  Jack  Towers    has  just  left  for  Raleigh 
to  bring  back  any  gems  of  wit  or  wisdom  he  can  pick  up. 

Engineers  Cheered  by  Bleachers 

Low-grade  planks  covered  with  re sin- impregnated  paper  have  come 
through  two  football  seasons  and  exposure  to  winter  snows  and  summer  heat 
in  U.  of  Wis.  Randall  Stadium  bleachers,  in  as  good  condition  as  high-grade 
planks.    This  result  has  cheered  the  scientists  who  are  now  cheering  the 
bleachers.    They  say  the  paper  cover  makes  possible  use  of  cheaper  lumber, 
reduces  swelling,  and  makes  painting  of  defective  lumber  easy.    The  tests 
were  by  the  USDA's  Forestry  Products  Lab.,  in  Madison.  .  .  .  And  speaking 
of  research,  during  the  next  few  weeks,  the  Veg.  Research  and  Mkt.  Advisory 
Committee  which  met  in  New  Orleans  last  week  will  make  its  formal  report. 
Its  preliminary  findings  indicate  the  Committee  will  recommend,  among  other 
things,  further  improvement  in  monthly  commercial  veg.  estimates  and 
expansion  of  market  news  reports  to  include  more  markets,  as  well  as  better 
ways  of  measuring  quality  in  vegetables,  further  analyses  of  food  values, 
and  more  work  to  develop  disease  and  insect  resistant  varieties  of 
vegetables.  .  .  the  Agricultural  Research  Policy  Committee  meeting  here  in 
Washington  also  stressed  the  importance  of  research  in  human  nutrition  - 
such  as  have  already  helped  increase  use  of  livestock  and  dairy  products. 
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Milk,  Pork,  and  People 

Today  the  Department  reported  the  Special  School  Milk  Program,  now 
operating  in  over  60,000  schools,  has  boosted  milk  drinking  "by  school 
children  by  67  percent.    That's  the  average  gain  as  shown  in  a  survey  of 
22  city  and  county  school  systems.    The  range  was  from  20  percent  more  in 

Boston,  Mass.,  to  a  560  percent  in  Piatt smouth,  Neb  Earlier  this 

week,  USDA  announced  it  is  expanding  distribution  of  pork  products,  acquired 
under  the  surplus  disposal  program,  to  include  needy  persons  in  institutions 
and  family  units.    Shipments  under  the  first  allocation  of  over  15  million 
pounds  will  reach  State  agencies  by  the  middle  of  March.  ...  In  Tennessee, 
where  more  than  ho  percent  of  the  farmers  supplement  their  income  with  off- 
farm  employment,  three  pilot  counties  have  already  been  named  for  the  new 
Rural  Development  Program.  Some  activity  to  this  end  is  reported  in  over 
one-half  the  States  in  the  U.S.,  and  about  ho  pilot  programs  are  now  under 
way  throughout  the  country. 

Grain  Advisers  Ask  More  Education 

USDA's  Grain  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee,  which  met 
here  this  week,  recommended  more  research  on  control  of  weeds  in  wheat,  corn, 
and  sorghum,  including  more  studies  on  the  cafe  use  of  weed  killers.  The 
advisers  also  suggested  more  work  on  pesticide  residues  on  or  in  grains  and 
in  soils.    They  asked  new  research  to  determine  the  complete  chemical 
composition  of  wheat  and  corn,  and  more  investigation  of  the  kernel  structure 
of  grain  sorghum.    On  the  market  side,  among  other  things,  they  recommended 
development  of  new  and  better  ways  of  sampling  grain  to  determine  grade  and 
quality.    They  urged  an  expanded  program  for  maintaining  and  extending 
foreign  outlets  for  U.S.  grain  and  grain  products.    And  they  suggested 
special  study  of  the  quality  of  grain  exports,  with  an  eye  to  the  competi- 
tive position  of  U.S.  grain  in  foreign  markets.    They  advised  expanded 
educational  work  with  farmers  and  the  trade  on  using  better  storage  and 
handling  practices,  and  urged  expanded  marketing  educational  programs  for 
consumers. 

To  Develop  Tobacco  Markets  Abroad 

A  program  to  develop  new  export  markets  abroad  for  tobacco,  similar 
to  those  already  launched  for  wheat,  cotton,  soybeans,  and  dairy  products, 
was  announced  by  the  Department  this  afternoon.    The  plan  will  be  carried 
out  under  an  agreement  between  USDA  and  representatives  of  Tobacco  Associates, 
Inc.  of  Washington,  D.C.,  the  Eurley  and  Dark  Leaf  Tobacco  Association,  Inc. 
of  Washington,  and  the  Leaf  Tobacco  Exporters'  Association  of  Greenville, 
N.C.    The  plan  calls  for  using  part  of  the  local  currencies  from  sales  of 
U.S.  farm  products  abroad  under  PL  kQO  for  the  Department  and  private  trade 
to  develop  foreign  markets  for  our  tobacco. 

RFDoings 

Comes  belated  news  that  Harold  Vogel  became  farm  director  at  KXEL, 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  Jan.  17  after  a  three-year  hitch  as  assistant  farm  editor  at 
WHO,  Des  Moines.    He  started  in  farm  radio  at  KAYL  in  Storm  Lake,  Iowa. 
Congratulations,  Harold.  .  .  And  as  we  pause  to  celebrate  the  birthday  of 
George  Washington,  we  recall  that  Farmer  George  was  caught  in  a  price-cost 
squeeze  himself.    As  one  of  the  book-keepingest  farmers  of  his  time,  he 
found  from  his  records  he  was  losing  his  shirt  to  market  charges  on  tobacco 
and  started  diversifying  in  a  big  way.    See  your  history  books.    Even  before 
that  he  began  to  build  up  his  account  in  the  Western  "Soil  Bank" . 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Feb.  20-25 


NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST . 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Louisiana  Sweet  Potato  Growers 
Annual  Meeting"  Lafayette,  Louisiana. 

NBC  "Weekday"  -  Thursday  at  (app. )  10:^0  a.m.  EST.  Margaret  Truman 
in  New  York  chats  with  Ext.  Ted  Hyman  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  about  "A  Typical 
S outhern  Dinne r . " 


CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "New  Ideas  in  Sweet  Potatoes" 
with  Okla.  A  &  M,  and  "Tips  on  Buying  and  Cooking  Fish"  with  Alice  Skelsey. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  The  New  Farm 
Bill"  with  U.  S.  Senator  Ellender  of  Louisiana,  Chmn  of  Senate  Committee  on 
Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Feb.  2k  "Is  Your  Watershed  Safe?"  -  a 
filmed,  tabletop  demonstration  of  what  a  watershed  is  and  how  it  works. 

Rural  Defense  for  Clan  McDonald 


While  Prexy  John  McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville,  was  here  recently 
representing  the  NATRFD  at  the  First  National  Advisory  Council  meeting  on 
Rural  Civil  Defense,  he  made  a  tape  plugging  this  idea  of  rural  defense. 
If  any  of  you  want  a  copy,  we  will  dub  you  off  a  copy  if  you  will  send  us 
in  a  blank  tape.    John's  outline  of  the  situation  and  plea  for  action  runs 
3  minutes,  ko  seconds.  .  .  .  Carlos  Arias  who,  as  extension  editor  of 
Costa  Rica,  visited  some  RFDs  here  in  195^,  writes  that  he  is  now  field 
man  for  the  Banco  Anglo  Constarricense ,  in  San  Jose.    There  are  lots  of 
places  where  good  agricultural  techniques  come  in  handy.  .  .  .  Frank  Raymond, 
WCYB,  Bristol,  Va. ,  is  heading  up  the  SE  Regional  NATRFD  meeting  with  the 
Press,  Radio,  and  TV  Institute  at  Raleigh  tomorrow,  in  place  of  Vestal 
Taylor.",  WFNC,  Fayetteville,  N.C.  on  leave  of  absence  for  18  months  to  regain 
his  health  at  Carolina  State  Sanitorium,  McCain,  S.C.    Best  wishes  for  a 
speedy  recovery,  Vestal. 


Cornpicking  Film  Preview 


This  week  your  correspondent,  along  with  other  USDA  folks, 
attended  a  preview  of  a  new  color  film  that  shows  how  power  farming  pays 
off.    The  title:  "The  Best  Man"  -  which  as  you  might  guess  is  not  the  one 
who  gets  the  girl.    This  27  minute  movie  features  a  romantic  story  against 
the  exciting  background  of  the  National  Mechanical  Corn  Picking  Contest. 
It  was  made  with  the  technical  help  of  USDA's  Extension  Service  by  the 
Wilding  Picture  Productions  Inc.  for  Sinclair  Refining  Company,  and  it 
shows  the  latest  machines  and  methods  that  contribute  to  better  farming. 
I  understand  it  is  cleared  for  TV.    At  the  present  time  there  is  a  shortage 
of  prints  -  but  prints  will  be  available  to  you  a  little  later. 


n  Sincerely, 

/  Layne  Beaty,  Choef 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
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Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Dear  Farm  Director 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

February  2k,  19 56 


Letter  No.  705 


As  you  probably  noticed,  our  economists  gave  us  a  pretty  good  lineup 
this  week  of  the  food  we're  likely  to  eat  the  rest  of  the  year.    They  figure 
that  per  person  and  altogether  we'll  eat  a  little  more  food  in  '56  than  last 
year,  prices  seem  likely  to  average  about  the  same,  and  as  usual  we  will 
probably  continue  to  spend  about  a  fourth  of  our  income  for  food. 

They  expect  some  shifts  among  the  foods  we  eat.    We  may  eat  more  beef 
pork,  and  chicken,  and  drink  more  milk.    Maybe  less  veal  and  lamb  and  mutton 
but  about  the  same  quantity  of  butter  and  eggs,  turkey  and  lard.    Of  course 
it  is  too  early  to  forecast  production  and  use  of  most  fresh  fruits  and  ' 
vegetables,  but  the  economists  expect  more  eating  of  processed  vegetables 
and  about  the  same  use  of  frozen  fruits  and  juices.    They  count  on  military 
procurement  of  food  and  exports  to  run  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Speaking  of  Exports  - 

Foreign  Agr.  Serv.  Administrator  Gwynn  Garnett  a  few  days  ago  reminded 
us  that  neither  exports  alone,  nor  any  other  single  type  of  action,  will 
amount  to  enough  to  get  our  surplus  down  to  manageable  size.    He  pointed  out 
that  as  we  consider  ways  and  means  of  further  expanding  our  exports,  we  need 
to  be  aware  that  important  changes  are  taking  place  in  farm  production  in 
both  the  developed  and  undeveloped  nations       especially  the  undeveloped 
countries.    Admn.  Garnett  said  the  prospect  is  that  foreign  production  of 
those  farm  products  that  normally  move  in  world  trade  will  increase  during 
the  next  three  to  five  years  at  a  greater  rate  than  population.    Markets  for 
such  products  as  wheat,  rice,  cotton  and  tobacco  seem  likely  to  become  more 
troubled  than  they  are  now.    He  says  continued  success  of  our  agricultural 
exports  will  depend  on  our  ability  as  a  nation  to  achieve  and  maintain  sound 
farm  programs,  sound  trade  programs,  and  a  greatly  intensified  program  of 
foreign  marketing  research  and  promotion. 

Water  Use  to  Double  by  '75 

,    Over  in  Lisbon,  Portugal,  this  week,  Harry  Steels,  head  of  our  USDA 
land  and  water  research,  told  a  FAO  Committee" that  the  U.S.  has  made  sub- 
stantial advances  in  the  technical  solution  of  water  problems  and  in  devising 
water  policies,  but  that  progress  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  growing  demand 
on  our  water  resources.    He  estimated  we  in  the  U.S.  now  use  about  1  200 
gallons  of  water  a  day  per  person.    He  figures  demand  for  water  will  go  up 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population  and  expansion  of  industrialization. 
If  those  increases  continue  as  expected,  use  of  water  in  this  country  mav 
double  in  the  next  twenty  years.  y 
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Farmers  Wired  to  TV  Short  Course 

Mai  Hansen,  WOW-TV,  Omaha,  reports  that  this  year  they  ( WOW-TV,  the 
University  of  Nebraska  and  Iowa  State  College)  introduced  a  new  feature  in 
their  Short  Course  system  of  providing  education  to  farm  people  on  television. 
For  the  last  10  to  20  minutes,  they  asked  viewer-listeners  to  call  the 
program  collect  and  ask  questions  of  the  panel  specialists.    They  put  a 
telephone  on  the  set  with  a  light  for  a  signal.    The  specialists  lined  up  in 
the  order  they  appeared.    At  a  given  signal,  calls  from  the  country  were  in- 
vited, with  WOW  paying  the  bill.    Mai  says  the  specialists  thought  it  was  a 
splendid  idea.    Listeners  from  up  to  a  hundred  miles  from  Omaha  called  in 
excellent  questions  and  kept  them  short  and  to  the  point.    The  fellows  from 
Ames  said  they  wanted  to  try  the  same  thing  on  WOI-TV.    Mai  notes  that  the 
participating  specialists  used  more  and  better  visuals  than  ever  before,  and 
they  U6ed  rear  view  projection  material  for  the  first  time,  and  it  worked 
splendidly.    Incidentally,  Mai  points  out  that  by  scheduling  the  Short  Course 
for  about  the  coldest  time  of  the  year  in  those  parts,  when  farm  people  keep 
pretty  close  to  home,  they  managed  to  get  somewhat  of  a  captive  audience. 
From  comments  sent  in,  the  viewers  enjoyed  their  captivity. 

Air  Battle  for  the  Oaks 

This  afternoon  USDA  entomologists  announced  they  are  considering  new 
quarantine  lines  to  check  the  recent  spread  of  the  forest -damaging  gypsy 
moths  beyond  the  limited  area  in  New  England  where  they  had  been  held  for 
more  than  85  years.    They  report  DDT  sprays  applied  by  aircraft  and  mist 
blowers  to  control  the  moth  on  more  than  a  million  acres  last  spring  reduced 
the  numbers  of  these  pests  in  the  older  infested  territory.    They  find,  how- 
ever, that  these  tree- attacking  pests  have  spread  beyond  previously  known 
southern  and  western  limits.    Recent  surveys  have  revealed  this  insect  or 
its  eggs  from  Long  Island  to  limited  areas  in  northern  New  Jersey,  northeast 
Pa. ,  to  southern  foothills  of  the  Adirondacks,  and  west  in  the  Mohawk  Valley 
of  N.  Y. ,  also  small  spot  in  Michigan.    The  specialists  consider  100  million 
acres  of  oak  and  other  woodlands  south  and  west  of  the  infested  region  highly 
susceptible  to  damage.    Although  female  gypsy  moths  cannot  fly,  the  tiny 
caterpillars  spin  long  silken  threads  which  can  carry  them  long  distances  on 
the  wind.    The  entomologists  suspect  last  summer's  hurricanes  of  having 
helped  the  recent  spread.    Further  trapping  will  be  done  to  more  accurately 
determine  the  limits  of  the  spread. 

Soybean  Team  Inspecting  Exports 

Today  a  USDA  soybean  inspection  team  is  meeting  with  representatives 
of  soybean  export  and  storage  offices  in  New  Orleans.    They  will  examine  soy- 
beans loaded  in  ships  at  New  Orleans,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and 
Mobile.    About  March  15  the  team  will  leave  for  Europe,  and  make  a  similar 
study  of  the  same  soybeans  when  they  reach  European  ports.    They  expect  the 
comparison  to  help  in  arriving  at  a  better  understanding  of  present  methods 
of  grading,  sampling,  and  loading  soybeans  for  export.    Some  European  buyers 
have  complained  that  the  quality  of  U.S.  soybean  exports  does  not  always  meet 
the  demand  of  European  markets.    This  investigation  is  being  made  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  International  Association  of  Seed  Crushers.    USDA  supervises 
the  grading  of  soybeans  on  this  side,  and  the  grading  in  Europe  is  done  by 
private  agencies.    Earlier  this  week  the  USDA  inspection  team  conferred  with 
the  Mid-South  Soybean  Shippers'  Association. 
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Farmers '  Views  on  TV  and  Radio 

Our  man  Jack  Towers  took  in  the  kth  Annual  Press,  Radio  and  TV 
Institute  of  N.C.  State  College,  at  Raleigh,  last  weekend.    He  reports  the 
highlight  was  a  panel  of  four  farmers  and  their  wives.    They  answered  any 
and  all  questions  on  their  reading,  listening  and  viewing  habits  -  and 
opined  that  the  best  time  for  listening  to  farm  radio  programs  was:  from 
5:30  to  7:00  a.m.  and  11:30  to  1:30  at  noon.    The  best  time  for  farm  TV, 
they  said,  is  in  the  early  evening.    They  wanted  to  hear  and  see  all  the 
market  news  possible.  .  .  and  to  get  it  as  early  in  the  day  as  possible. 

On  questions  from  Frank  Raymond,  WCYB,  Bristol,  Va. ,  Jack  Hankins, 
WELS,  Kinston,  N.C,  and  others,  the  panel  indicated  they  preferred  longer 
stories  with  more  details  in  their  radio  and  TV  news  than  a  larger  number  of 
shorter  stories.    One  panel  member  made  the  point  that  a  farmer's  time  in 
the  home  is  limited.    Therefore,  he  preferred  a  concise  program  of  farm  facts 
and  information  and  news,  with  entertainment  and  music  at  a  minimum.    In  the 
evening,  relaxed,  he'd  be  ready  for  entertainment. 

While  the  panel  members  were  above-average  farmers,  they  did  repre- 
sent a  variety  of  farm  enterprises.    They  indicated  that  they  watch  TV, 
listen  to  radio,  and  read  their  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  and  farm  magazines, 
and  that  they  depend  upon  all  these  media  for  help  in  their  farming.  To 
that,  Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS,  Winston-Salem,  N.C,  said  "I  love  to  hear  you 
talk.'" 

According  to  Harvey  and  some  of  the  others,  radio  folks  are  less 
neurotic  about  TV  than  they  were  a  year  ago. 

With  the  RFD  Regionals  -  - 

Next  week,  Feb.  28th  and  29th,  the  Pacific  Northwest  NATRFD,  meets 
in  Portland,  Oregon.    Tom  Templeton,  KHQ,  Spokane,  tells  us  it  will  be 
primarily  a  sales  clinic.    The  theme:  The  RFD  as  a  partner  in  the  sponsor's 
business.    Tom  lists  Al  Bauer,  KSLM,  at  Salem,  Ore.,  Dick  Passage,  KYAK, 
Yakima,  Wash.,  and  William  Smith,  KOAC,  Corvallis,  Ore. ,  as  the  "work  horses" 
of  this  year's  clinic. 

Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady,  chairman  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  NATRFD, 
reports  the  spring  meeting  of  the  Northeast  Region  NATRFD  is  scheduled  for 
Sunday  night,  April  15th  and  all  day  Monday,  April  16th,  in  New  York  City.  .  . 

Milt  Bliss    chairman  of  the  North  Central  NATRFD,  says  his  region's 
spring  meet  will  be  at  Purdue  University,  April  20  and  21. 

Changes  in  Farm  Credit  Needs 

In  reviewing  nine  points  for  prosperity  before  the  Stockholders' 
Meeting  of  the  Federal  Land  Bank  at  Houston,  Texas,  Monday,  Edmund  Pendleton 
of  the  Secretary's  Office,  suggested  the  land  bank  system  investigate 
whether  some  farmers  may  need  5  or  10  year  farm  mortgage  loans  as  the  best 
way  to  finance  farm  improvements  and  to  buy  heavy  farm  machinery.    He  pointed 
out  that  lenders  must  adapt  the  terms  of  their  loans  to  the  needs  of  present 
day  agriculture,  and  also  with  an  eye  to  the  future.    He  said  we  can  no 
longer  think  merely  of  credit  in  the  traditional  long  and  short-term  cate- 
gories that  have  so  long  prevailed.    Many  farmers  now  often  need  credit  for 
periods  shorter  than  the  traditional  10  to  30  year  mortgage  loans  and  for 
longer  than  the  usual  12  month  operating  loan.    He  noted  the  trend  toward 
combining  land  into  larger  units,  the  development  of  more  economically- sized 
livestock  herds,  further  improvement  in  soil  fertility  practices,  and  shifts 
to  better  crop  systems.    He  indicated  that  to  make  these  changes  farmers  need 
to  further  increase  their  investments  in  farm  machinery  and  livestock. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Feb.  27-March  3 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  March  3,  9:15  to  9:30am  EST 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.,  March  3,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "International  Farming"  with 
Knowlton  Nash,  IFAP;  and  "Top-Notch  Alfalfa  in  Nevada"  with  John  MacCormack 
and  McCall  Smith  of  the  U.  of  Nevada  Ext.  Service. 

NBC  "National  Farm  arid  Home  Hour"  Sat.  March  3,  12  to  12:30  pm  EST 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Rural  Community  Improvement 
in  West  Virginia"  from  WBLK,  Clarksburg. 

NBC  "Weekday"  Thurs.  10:35  a.m.  Layne  Beaty  talks  with  Charlotte 
Adams,  Weekday  Food  Editor,  about  peanut  butter. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Floods  and 
How  We're  Working  to  Control  Them"  with  Erwin  Ford,  SCS. 

CBS-TV  "Good  Morning"  with  Will  Rogers,  Jr.  -  Tues.,  Feb.  28,  7  to 
8  a.m.  EST,  Eleanor  DeAngelis,  AMS,  discusses  making  models  of  processed 
fruits  and  vegetables  to  illustrate  official  USDA  grades. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  March  2  "Tastier  Ice  Cream  from 
Fresh  Frozen  Fruits"  a  photo  package  prepared  in  cooperation  with  AMS. 

"Wings  of  the  Morning" 

Some  pre- dawn  dialing  lately  has  brought  us  in  RFDs  doing  their 
daily  chores  from  all  points  of  the  compass.    Mike  McDougald,  WSB,  Atlanta, 
recently  put  Ronnie  Stephens  on  from  the  Univ.  at  Athens,  Ga.,  interviewing 
Ext.  Mkt.  Specialist  Bill  Carter  about  how  farmers  could  switch  to  other 
varieties  of  cantaloupes  for  a  bigger  consumer  demand  for  their  products. 
After  that,  Mike  put  on  a  recording  of  "Somebody  Stole  My  Gal".    Why  not 

"Melon  Choly  Baby",  Mike?    We've  heard  Mike  and  Herb  Plambeck,  WHO, 

Des  Moines,  doing  extra-curricular  work  on  NBC's  weekend  "Monitor"  recently 

  Last  week  NBC  and  the  Conservation  Foundation  started  a  13  week 

radio  series  on  all  kinds  of  conservation.    It  is  a  30  minute  documentary 
and  is  aired  on  Wednesdays  at  10:30  p.m.    The  script  is  by  Wade  Arnold,  NBC, 
and  is  narrated  by  that  old  cattleman,  Jimmy  Cagney  of  Hollywood,  Cal.,  and 
Martha's  Vineyard,  Mass. 

Tape  on  Farming  in  France  and  U.S. 

Real  live  royalty  visited  us  this  week.  .  .  Princess  Marie  Dorothee 
DeCroy,  a  descendant  of  a  Hungarian  monarch,  way  back,  and  a  distant  relative 
of  the  Belgian  King.    Here's  the  twist.  .  ,  she's  an  honest-to-goodness 
farmer  and  is  here  to  see  U.S.  farming  methods  to  get  ideas  for  her  750  acre 
farm  in  France.    Her  big  interest  is  livestock.    She's  making  the  trip  at 
her  own  expense,  and  will  stop  at  the  Ohio  Ag.  Exp.  Station  at  Wooster  -- 
on  to  Chicago  for  a  look  at  livestock  marketing  --  to  Missouri  Univ.  and  on 
to  Texas  A  &  M  College.    Our  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  set  up  her  itinerary, 
We  recorded  a  chat  with  her  about  her  visit  and  her  farm  in  France.    She's  a 
very  charming  and  interesting  young  lady.    If  you  would  like  the  tape,  send 
in  a  blank  and  we'll  dub  it  for  you.    It  runs  nearly  6  minutes,  but  could  be 
used  all  or  in  part.    Her  command  of  English  is  as  good  as  mine,  or  better. 


ncerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


